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ABSTRACT 
 

Dr. Brandon Ballengée will discuss his research and practice as both an artist and a biologist. 

Underlying his practice is a systemic methodology, which posits art practice as a means of 

realizing research science, and vice-versa. Inherent to this working method is an impetus for 

“ecosystem activism” implemented through participatory biology field investigations and 

laboratory programs that stress public involvement. Dr. Ballengée creates transdisciplinary 

artworks inspired from his ecological field and laboratory research. His Love Motel for Insects is 

an ongoing series of outdoor public art installations intended to construct situations between 

humans and insects. The works use ultra-violet lights on enormous sculpted canvases to attract 

insects and create an opportunity for public interactions with nocturnal arthropods, which are not 

often seen.  His artwork has been exhibited internationally and in the summer of 2013 the first 

career survey of his work debuted at the Château de Charamarande in Essonne (France), and 

travelled to the Museum Het Domein in Sittard (Netherlands) in 2014. A mid-career 

retrospective of his work opened in the fall of 2016 at the University of Wyoming Art Museum. 

In 2017 he was a Smithsonian Artist Research Fellow at the National Museum of Natural History 

and Smithsonian American Art Museum in Washington DC. You will be able to view his newest 

installation when his Exhibit opens on Friday, March 8 (6:30 – 9:30 pm), in the UT Gardens. Dr. 

Ballengée holds a Ph.D. from the University of Plymouth (England) in collaboration with the 

Hochschule für Gestaltung Zürich (Switzerland). His primary research addresses the deformities 

and population declines among amphibians and other ectothermic vertebrates. Currently, he is a 

Postdoctoral Researcher in the Biological Sciences Department at Louisiana State University 

studying the impact on fishes from the 2010 Gulf of Mexico oil spill. 

 

 

 


